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A few words from | [553

It has been a busy start to the year at Okines. We had a fabulous couple of Soirees in February and
March, taking advantage of the warmer weather with joyous gatherings of about 100 people, enjoying
live music, good conversations, dancing, delicious food and drinks. The garden is looking incredible and
pumped out some great harvests of apples, pears, tomatoes and more. The food co-op now has
scrumptious sourdough bread and eggs available by weekly order. Our bike repair shed has been
offering free childrens bikes and supporting people across our community to learn new skills and get
active through cycling and the film society has continued our popular monthly film screenings.

If you have not been in recently, you will find an upgraded kitchen when you next visit, thanks to funding
through the Tasmanian Government Capital Works for Food Relief grant. The new dishwasher has won
our hearts with its super quick and efficient cylces. This grant will also help us to improve storage
facilities for the food co-op/community pantry, which we hope will get underway very soon.

The other big project we have been working on over the past few months is the climate resilience project
funded by FRRR and we have an article further on with more info on that.

As well as special farewells
& thankyouto 1,09 9, Digng

We've had some big changes in the house with our two wonderful
Community Connection & Admin Officers finishing up. Maura joined
the team in May of last year and brought a warmth and joy that really
transformed the Okines experience for many. Amongst other things,
Maura managed our Community Pantry program and helped to create
a really supportive and welcoming space for community members
experiencing food insecurity to come to access food and other
resources as well as find connection and community. The shift in this
space has been truly remarkable and we are so grateful to Maura for
her contributions!

Diana, who started in July of last year brought kindness and care to
every interaction and worked hard to update our community services
information and re-envisage how the orange room and community
resource area were set up to enable easier access and functionality
for the community utilising our spaces. We are grateful to Diana for
her contributions!

In happier news, they are both very keen to continue being involved in
Okines activities and are already signed up as volunteers!



MEET THE NEW .o,
TEAM MEMBERS! " ioie"
TAHANA RIMMER (CONNECTION & ADMIN OFFICER)

Hi everyone, my name is Tahana Rimmer, and I’'m a
proud Pakana woman. I've spent many years working
across Aboriginal community services—supporting
families, young people, Elders, and people
experiencing mental health or disability challenges. A
lot of my work has been in remote communities as
well as here in Tasmania, and I’m really passionate
about strengthening culture, connection, and
community wellbeing.

I’m someone who values relationships, listening, and
working alongside community to make sure people
feel supported in ways that are culturally safe and
meaningful. ’'m really looking forward to being part of
this group, getting to know everyone, and
contributing wherever | can.

Outside of work, | love spending time with my family
and | love being at the beach, collecting shells,
walking my dogs, and spending time out on Country

and enjoy the challenge of line dancing.
ELLEN YOUNG
(CONNECTION & ADMIN OFFICER)

Hello, My name is Ellen (she/her). I'm so delighted to be
joining Okines Community House as part of the
connection and admin team. I'm a local mum of a 3
year old and am constantly in awe of this special place
we call home. The natural beauty and sense of
togetherness are so precious. Before | had my daughter
| was a social worker in a regional headspace service.
However, I've also been a yoga teacher, worked in
before/after school care, and studied and worked on
organic farms. | love swimming, surfing, growing food
and connecting with people.I'm looking forward to
meeting you all and am feeling so grateful for this
opportunity.

Many thanks, Ellen



VOLUNTEER SPOTLIGHTS

MEET FIONA GLEADOW

What made you want to volunteer at Okines?

When | moved to the area | wanted to find out about our
new community. | was interested in exploring gardening and
the soil and climate were so different from my previous
experience. Meeting new people was also an incentive. |
was also concerned about our bigger society fragmenting
and wanted to find a practical way to pull our community
together.

What do you think Okines does for our community?

It has been a great pleasure to see how the centre has
evolved and changed as our community has grown and
changed. Okines provides a safe and welcoming place for
all to feel part of the bigger tribe. The range of activities offer
an opportunity, and often inspiration, for everyone to fulfil
their own potential. Whether it is getting help with navigating
the complexities of the wider world we live in, learning new
skills, making friendships, or just grabbing a book or healthy
food.

What have the benefits been for you?

Volunteering has opened new friendships for me. | feel | am
making a contribution to the community with the skills | have
and finding new ones. The centre has shown me that our
community is full of many different people who all make our
place individual and special.

| am not so concerned about our local community
fragmenting as | see practical care and compassion when |
visit and volunteer at Okines. | have needed this myself at
times and | am so glad that | can return the favour. It makes
me feel good.

What'’s the best thing about volunteering here?

The laughs and the sharing of our lives. Volunteering also
makes me visit the centre regularly and see the great work
being done and feel the buzz of the place. I'm told my
cooking has improved too!

Fiona coordinates our Library and Eating with Friends

MEET TOM WALLER

When did you start volunteering with the Food
Co-op?

If 1 am remembering correctly, | joined around
2016/17 and became an active member right away.
What inspired you to get involved?

I remember hearing of a tucked away gem, and
rumblings of a humble little wholefood shop hiding
in the community. | think on my first venture, it was
all happening! There was a soiree, the co-op was
open, there was a pizza oven going! It was all so
down to earth and had such a positive initiative |
wanted to get involved with.

What roles have you taken on with the Food
Co-op?

| did a cashier role for many years from the start.
In the last 18 months or so | have taken on the
recipe section for the newsletter. I'm certainly not
the best qualified but have enjoyed having a go!
Usually this involves a structure of highlighting and
providing some information on a product from the
co-op and pairing this with a recipe idea utilising
the ingredient.

What's your favourite aspect of volunteering
with the co-op?

For sure it's the people you meet and connection
to community it brings. | also think it's so rewarding
for yourself as much as anything. We all try and
make little efforts to bring positive change but
sometimes it's unclear the impact you are having.
It's easy to see the value the co-op brings to
everyone there and even just being a small part of
that feels great.

Any advice to new volunteers?

It couldn't be more welcoming.
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Choose Okines Community House
for your Recycle Rewards!

You can now raise funds for Okines Community House
through Recycle Rewards! Simply collect eligible drink
containers (ones with a 10c mark on them), take them
to a refund collection point (there’s one behind the
pub) and search Okines in the local charity directory!

Visit https://recyclerewards.com.au/ for more info

Busy Bees at the Bike Shed!

The amazing team from the Bike Shed donated 20 bikes
to Dunalley Primary School this term to help them
launch a Bike Education Program as well as donating
bikes to Campania. John and Phil later visited Dunalley
Primary to help maintain those bikes and did some
maintenance repairs for 23 Dodges Ferry Primary Bikes
as well! The team also errected a n ew safety fence at
the back of the Bike Shed Building, to protect the little
creek and have been very busy in general with a steady
in flow of bikes coming and going!

A MASSIVE thanks to Katrina and all of our amazing
volunteers who run the Bike Shed! You are Amazing!

Seeking feedback on the
Community Library

You might have noticed the library moved into the open
access area last year, and that some fresh titles have
been coming in as well! Fiona has been doing some
great work weeding and refreshing the collection and
we wanted to take a moment to check in with YOU our
COMMUNITY, and ask...

What do you think might improve our library?

So pop by for a chat or write up your thoughts on the
feedback sheet on the bookshelf! We'd love to hear
what you think!

Can you make our
wishes come true?

We often have members of the community phoning or
dropping by with things they’d like to donate, and
unfortunately we often cannot accept them. We do
however have a wish list of items that we DO need
donated and so we thought we would start including
the wishlist of items here in the Newsletter!

e Alarge barista milk jug e Qutdoor chairs

e Spatulas (aka egg flips) e Marquee weights
e Along stapler e Sides for gazebos
e Floor Lamps e Lounge chairs

e Asmallstick vacuum cleaner e A book keeper

e New Door Mats e Board members
¢ Fine netting for garden e &atall pot plant!

If you are able to help with any of these items we’d love
to hear from you! Call us on 03 6265 7016 or email us at
info@okinescommunityhouse.org.au



Southern Beaches 2040

RESILIENCE
WORKSHOPS

Project update & hext steps

Last year Okines Community House secured funding from the Foundation for Regional and

Rural Renewal to strengthen our ability to face disasters and the possible impacts of climate

change. We started in November last year with the Stories of the Southern Beaches event. An

evening of storytelling, celebrating and acknowledging our strengths and everything that this

community has already achieved and overcome and what we can learn from it.

We continued this work by running 2
workshops focused on Southern Beaches
2040, starting with a ‘Dream the Vision’
workshop on April 11" exploring what we
want our community to look like by 2040,
taking into consideration likely climate

impacts and how we can strengthen
resilience to help us survive and thrive

through any challenges that come our way.

So many brilliant ideas were shared and then
prioritised into key themes. The second ‘Plan
the Future’ workshop held on May 2nd, then
took the prioritised themes and asked people
to sort based on the areas they were most
interested in. This led to 4 groups forming,
which worked through a series of strategic
and then practical questions to flesh out
project ideas that we can work on together as
a community to implement.

The 4 project ideas and groups
that formed were focused on

« Food Security - identify public spaces to
grow edible plants and systems to promote
sharing produce, skills and knowledge
across the community

« Knowledge Hub - Create an accessible
central directory consisting of 3 parts;
local services, businesses and people
offering and seeking skills and knowledge
exchange.

« Renewable Energy Hub - Establish a
carbon neutral (or positive) community
facility to model what is possible and
provide a shared resource for community
to tap into (ie EV chargers)

« Connectivity of Community Spaces -
Build upon existing assets to establish a
network of multi-use accessible paths and
amenities to connect our community.

If any of the ideas above resonate with you
and you would like to get involved, we would
love to hear from you!



Okines Community Garden

Hello from us at Okines Community Garden. The middle of Autumn is upon us with
some unexpected cooler weather & much needed rain, of which we are grateful. We
had a reasonable harvest of our summer veggies, including tomatoes, pumpkins,
squash, corn, zucchini & cucumber. Between the birds & children we have managed
to harvest a variety of apples, pears, plums, peaches, apricots & many berries.

We are currently been planting veggies for the winter months with cabbage,
cauliflower, broccoli, spring onions & celery. Greens such as kale, silverbeet, spinach
& lettuce are also available.

Our labyrinth revamp is completed, taking many hours and much effort by Gaye
and various volunteers. We are overjoyed their hard work has paid off. For anyone
wanting to wander around the Labyrinth, it is situated behind the Food Co-op at the
rear of the Garden.

We held a Seed Bomb Workshop recently that was enthusiastically attended by
many from our local communities. No doubt during the recent rain, many of the
flower filled seed bombs were successfully launched.

Your support for Okines Community Garden is vital to maintaining this wonderful
space, where great things happen! Now more than ever we need your
contributions. All financial donations received either electronically or in cash
(using the red donation box based in the garden) go back into maintaining your
Community Garden. When making an electronic donation please identify it is for
the Community Garden ( ref: CGarden).

Account details: Okines Community House inc BSB 633 000 Acct #234 660 694

As usual we would like thank not only all of our volunteers, but the businesses &
community members who donate everything from plants, to manure, coffee
grounds, pots & kitchen scraps for our compost. Every little bit helps.

Until next time, happy gardening
Donna and Janet.




Return to the

Labyrinth

A MINDFUL SPACE IN OKINES COMMUNITY GARDEN

The Labyrinth is a walk of quiet contemplation
& peace located in the Okines Community
Garden, behind the Food Co-op Building. It
was created back in 2015, through a creative
arts project called ‘Walking Each Other
Home’, a collaborative research project run by
the Okines Community Garden & Centre for
Rural Health that aimed to better understand,
support & weave end of life, grief &
bereavement support into the Okines
Community Garden. To this day, the Labyrinth
remains an important place for many in our
community to remember loved ones no longer
with us.

The path meanders & changes directions a bit
like a maze. When you arrive at the centre,
you then walk back the way you came in. It’s a
good way to slow down, reflect & release
unneeded thoughts.
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Over the past few months, Gaye Webb, one of
our amazing volunteers (pictured above) began
working hard to revamp the Labyrinth and on
Mon 23" of March, some young international
travellers (pictured bottom left) volunteered
their time to help out as well, refreshing the
space by getting the wood chips & borders
finished. The extra hands on wheelbarrows and
spreading woodchips was invaluable. Thanks
to this extra help the Labyrinth is looking
fabulous & is now finished and ready to
welcome visitors again!

GUIDE TO WALKING THE LABYRINTH

There’s really no right way or wrong way to
walk a labyrinth, but generally speaking there
are three phases:

1. Releasing on the way in, letting go of what no
longer serves.

2. Receiving a sense of peace and calm as you
pause in the centre.

3. Resolving to engage with the world in a new
way as you follow the same path back out.
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Partnership Programs

We are very excited about partnering with
the Hobart Clothing Hub to offer a new pop-
up service to our community. Hobart Clothing
Hub partners with Thread Together and other
organisations to rescue new clothing from
landfill and provide it free to financially
vulnerable people in Tasmania. They supply
mostly adult sized clothing through their hub,
mobile van and site wardrobes.

Our partnership will see they Hobart Clothing
Hub visiting Okines quarterly alongside of
our Community Pantry. Community
members will be able to select up to 5 items
of new clothing completely free of charge.
The Clothing Hub will also offer 1-on-1
appointments for people to refresh their
wardrobes. These sessions are ideal for those
in the job market or starting a new role which
requires a wardrobe to match. If you are
interested in booking in for one of these
individual appointements, please email
info@okinescommunityhouse.org.au to

express your interest.

We know that keeping ourselves and our
families safe online is a big concern for many in
our community, so we are partnering with
Hobart City Mission’s Tech Yeah program.

Tech Yeah supports community members to
navigate everyday technology with greater
confidence and independence. The sessions are
faciliated by Rose, who uses creativity and
technology to build confidence and connection,
and delivers practical, easy-to-understand tech
sessions. Please join us for one or both sessions:

Online Safety for Kids

Monday 15" June 1:30pm

A free, open discussion about keeping your kids safe
and aware online.

Get tips on how to talk with your kids about the
internet, plus practical advice on locking down
devices and securing your home Wi-Fi.

A relaxed, friendly session with plenty of time for
questions.

Online Safety for Adults

Thursday 18" June 11am

An open presentation and discussion about keeping
yourself safe online.

Talking about hacks and scams, your digital footprint
and how to shrink it, and what the future of being
online may hold. Lots of time to ask questions and
get talking about the good and bad of being online.



Grow & Learn

Article by Dawn Green

Meet the Grow & Learn
Reference Group

An Okines Community House initiative
launched in 2013, for many years the
Grow & Learn Program led groups of
students from Dodges Ferry Primary
School through a range of hands-on
learning  experiences at  Okines
Community Garden, Lagoon Park and the
Okines Beach foreshore.

Thanks to a grant from the Tasmanian
Community Fund, secured by Dodges
Ferry  Primary School Association
volunteers, in 2024 the Grow & Learn
program was extended until December
2025.

During that time, the Grow & Learn
reference group formed to explore
options for the future of the program and
to create a strategy to share with other

communities and schools across
Tasmania.
Who are they....

..as well as mapping out
opportunities within
existing programs and
outdoor spaces.

Stay tuned for more
updates!

The group consists of program
coordinator Dawn, Okines manager Lissa,
Dodges Ferry Primary School vice-
principal  Angela, Sorell councillor
Melinda, Southern Beaches Landcare
Coastcare rep Helen, and local education
advisor, Jenny. Melinda, Dawn and
Angela have also been long-serving
Dodges Ferry Primary School Association
committee members and Melinda was
president of the Okines Board when
Grow & Learn first took shape.

Together, the group has looked at the
strengths of the Grow & Learn program
and ways in which it might continue.

This included running the Grow & Learn
Forum last year, which included an
Okines Garden Tour with DFPS
students, Okines garden coordinator
Janet, and Grow & Learn educator,
Nicola. Grow & Learn founders Gabe
and Claire spoke about their
experiences creating the program, and
former principal of Moonah Primary
School, Ange Mezeitis, spoke about the
school’s partnership with the 24 Carrot
Program. Lastly, participants explored
the question...

Where to from here?

Student feedback showed how much
they loved the Grow & Learn experience
and now the reference group is busy in
the evaluation phase of the grant.

"It's becoming clear to us that the Grow
& Learn program is evolving into more
of a framework, a set of principals and
resources," said Dawn. "This makes it
an integrated approach rather than a
set program, which is more sustainable
and strengths-based, using existing
resources to make it more resilient and
effective.”

Aligning with the school community’s
outdoor learning strategy, this includes
working with teachers at Dodges Ferry
Primary School to encourage them to
bring their students to Okines Garden..


https://www.repaircafe.org/en/
https://www.repaircafe.org/en/

SOUTHERN BEACHES

LANDCARE COASTCARE -,

Who are we? Scan to get

SBLC is an award-winning volunteer group established in 1991, caring involved
for crown land and local reserves, protecting habitat, and deepening
local knowledge. New members and volunteers are always welcome!

What's coming up?

Southern Beaches Landcare Coastcare and The Saltbush Line have a number
of upcoming events, get in touch if you'd like to be involved. All events are
weather-dependent, so keep an eye on our @sbcoastcare pages for any last-
minute updates.

Follow @sbcoastcare

The Saltbush Line: Blue Lagoon: Dune Jacks Flat: National

Grow theLine Bee Planting Day Tree Day Bee
sunday 24 May (10am-12pm) Sunday 28 Jun(10am-12pm) Sunday 26 Jul (10am-12pm)

Help us kick off the Saltbush Line Join us for a hands-on morning We’re heading back to Jack’s Flat on
planting season as we return the planting in the dunes as part of the National Tree Day, two years after our
plants we propagated together back Blue Lagoon Weed Management huge plantingsession.

to the dunes. Program.

Do you know an environmental champion who should be
recognised?

Nominations are now open for the 2026 Tasmanian Landcare Awards.
Celebrate the achievements of people and groups across climate action,
environmental leadership, sustainable agriculture, youth, Coastcare, and
more. Start your nomination here:
https://landcareaustralia.org.au/landcare-conference-and-landcare-
awards/state-territory-landcare-awards-and-national-landcare-awards/



CO-OP SNAPSHOT

Okines Food Co-op is a beloved part of
Okines Community House.

Co-op members get access to bulk,
largely organic wholefoods, and support
Tasmanian producers.

FOOD CO-OP MEMBERSHIP

Become an active or non-active member! Active
members volunteer 4-6 hours / month and
receive a 10% discount on most goods. Regular
volunteers in the Community House or Garden
receive a 5% discount. Co-op membership is an
add-on to the FREE Okines Community House
membership.

Membership fees:
$20 per year / $15 concession
$100 lifetime membership

OPENING TIMES

LOCATION

CONTACT

GIFT VOUCHERS NOW AVAILABLE!
Gift the gift of local, ethical & eco-friendly!
Give someone co-op store credit with
physical gift vouchers available to purchase
at the co-op counter during opening hours.

CO-OP COFFEE SHOP - Open Mic
Now held on the 1" Sunday of the Month.
10:30am - 1pm

The next dates are:

Sunday June 7th

Sunday June 28" (with the Repair Cafe)

July & August (Winter Break)

Sunday Septermber 6th


tel:0362657016
http://okinescommunityhouse.com.au/%20wpms/foodcoop/
http://okinescommunityhouse.com.au/%20wpms/foodcoop/
https://www.facebook.com/okinesfoodcoop/

BOARD UPDAITL

It seems incredible that we are already entering Term 2 of this year. Lots has
been happening at Okines with staff changes, kitchen upgrade and various
workshops being held. | think we are off to a great beginning for 2026.

The Okines Board have been working on updating the Okines Community
House Inc Constitution. It is now in a final format and we would like to invite
one and all to a Special meeting to be held prior to the June Board meeting
(18th June) to formally approve and accept this document. A special thanks to
Liz Gillam for her input and extraordinary work in supporting this updated
Constitution.

One of our Board members, Ash has agreed to co-ordinate a Policy Sub-
Committee of the Board to update our policies. She will be joined by Jess and
Lissa. Alison has also agreed to be a part of this sub-committee from time to
time. It is anticipated that a number of policies will need to be ‘tweeked’ to
meet current requirements and some new policies will need to be developed
and included as policies at Okines. ltis also a possibility that some current
policies are not now appropriate and will need to be deleted. Good luck girls
with this project!

A number of current Board members have indicated that they will not be
standing for re-election at this year’s Annual General Meeting. We will be
requiring volunteers to fill the following positions —

President

Treasurer

Public Officer

General Board members.

If anyone is interested in becoming a member of the Okines Community House
Board we would love to hear from you. Please make contact with any current
Board member or with Lissa if you require some ‘inside’ information. The
Board meets on a monthly basis for approximately one and a half hours and is
responsible for the governance aspects of the House.

Christine Woodcock
President




Why join? What’s involved

« Contribute meaningfully to Monthly Board meetings _
your local community Contributing to strategic discussions

e Build or grow your board and and decisions |
governance experience Optional involvement in sub-
 Be part of a collaborative, committees or projects

values-driven group o _ _
This is a practical, hands-on opportunity to

build experience, contribute locally, and be
part of something meaningful (and

Who we are looking for  cnjoyablen.

You don’t need prior board experience — just sound judgement, a
willingness to contribute, and an interest in community impact.

Skills in governance, finance, legal, community services, or organisational
development are welcomed, but not essential.

5 Reach out to Christine Woodcock (President) for an informal
Interested? chat to learn more christinewoodcock682@gmail.com

® 0362657016 For more information, visit our web at
BN info@okinescommunityhouse.org.au @ https://okinescommunityhouse.org.au/



WEEKLY ACTIVITIES

MONDAYS

Garden Tucker
10am - 1pm
(1** Monday of the month)

Knit & Natter & Sew
10:30am - 12:30pm

Community Meditation Class
7:30pm - 8:30pm

Volleyball
6:30pm - 8:00pm
(Dodges Ferry Rec Centre)

THURSDAYS

Creating Communities
12pm - 2:30pm

Okines Book Club
12pm - 2:30pm (2™ Thursday of
the month)

DIG’n’Tea
1lam - 1pm (1st & 3rd Thursday
of the Month)

The Gathering
7pm - 8:30pm (1°* Thursday of
the month)

SUNDAYS

Mat Pilates -
Community Class
9am-10am
(bookings required)

Co-op Coffee Shop
Open Mic
10:30pm-1pm
(1°* Sun of the month)

TUESDAYS

Tai Chi-10am - 11am
Card Group - 1pm - 3pm

Rhythm & Beaches
Singing Group
7pm -9pm

FRIDAYS

Eating with Friends
12pm -2pm
(Last Friday of the month)

Southern Beaches
Spinners & Fibre Group
10am-1pm
(2" & 4™ Friday of the
month)

SPECIAL EVENTS

@ OKINES

WEDNESDAYS

Okines Social Painting
Group
10am -1pm

Community Pantry
Okines - 1:30pm - 4pm

SATURDAYS

Dodges Ferry Flicks
6:30pm
(3" Saturday of the month)

Therapeutic Doodling Workshop
Thursday May 21st
National Simultaneous Storytime
Wed 27" May

Lantern Parade Light Art Workshops
Fri Jun 5™, Mon Jun 8" & Thurs Jun 11
Winter Solstice Lantern Parade
Friday June 19"

Repair Cafe
June 28th
























5:30pm-6:30pm









Now up to $2,000



Acknowledgement of Country

Okines Community House Inc. acknowledges that, as a community, it is a privilege to live, work, and
play on the land, sea, and waterways of the Mumirimina people. We pay deep respect to the palawa and
pakana community who continue to care for this country and practice culture and acknowledge that
many Aboriginal people did not make elder status due to the impacts of invasion and colonisation.
We extend our respect to all Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples today and commit to learning

from and walking alonside you.

Statement of Commitment to Child Safety

At Okines Community House, every child has the right to be safe and feel safe. We are committed to
providing a safe, welcoming, supportive and inclusive environment for children and young people.

Thanks for Your Support

Okines Community Pantry - Thank you to our local Richmond Bakery, Foodbank, Loaves
& Fishes & members of the local community like Greg & Karl for donating money and/or
their excess produce, for helping make this weekly initiative possible.

Emergency Relief - Thank you to Sorell Lions Club and Bendigo Community Bank Sorell
& Nubeena for providing invaluable support to enable us to provide emergency support.

Breakfast Club - Thank you to our local Richmond Bakery and Banjo’s Sorell for helping
to keep this important program running by donating bread and to the Dodges Ferry

Primary School Association for contributing funds to enable the program to continue.

To all of our wonderful volunteers, who generously give their time to help our space
thrive - we greatly appreciate you all!

Will from Park Cafe for donating the coffee beans!

Thank you to Brian Mitchell for kindly printing our Newsletter for us!

Xy
RICHMOND

P: (03) 6212 2225 E: brian.mitchell@parliament.tas.gov.au

Submissions for the Newsletter

Have something you'd like included in the newsletter? Email it to
events@okinescommunityhouse.org.au


mailto:brian.mitchell@parliament.tas.gov.au

Contact us

PHONE: 03 6265 7016

Email:
info@okinescommunityhouse.org.au
Address: 540 Old Forcett Road,
Dodges Ferry, 7173

Webpage:
okinescommunityhouse.org.au
Facebook:
facebook.com/okinescommunityhouse

ABN: 99433272191

OKINES COMMUNITY HOUSE HOURS:
Monday - 9am to 3pm

Tuesday - 9am to 3pm

Wednesday - 9am to 4pm

Thursday - 9am to 4pm

Friday - 9am to 3pm

OKINES COMMUNITY GARDEN:
Monday - 8am to 1pm
Wednesday - 8am to 1pm

Friday - 8am to 1pm

Email: okinesgarden@gmail.com

OKINES FOOD CO-OP:

Tuesday - 10am to 5pm

Friday - 9.30am to 1.30pm

Sunday - 9.30am to 1.30pm

Email: okines.food.coop@gmail.com

OKINES BIKE REPAIR SHED:
Monday - 11am to 3pm

Thursday - 11am to 3pm

Phone: 0450 138 478

Email: bikeshedokines@gmail.com

DODGES FERRY FILM SOCIETY:
Regular screenings are held on the 3"
Saturday of each month, plus special
events. Go to @dferryflicks via
Facebook or on messenger to see more
information about upcoming films.
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	VOLUNTEER SPOTLIGHTS
	MEET TOM WALLER
	MEET FIONA GLEADOW

	NOTEWORTHY
	HAPPENINGS
	Choose Okines Community House for your Recycle Rewards!
	Busy Bees at the Bike Shed!
	20 Bikes Donated to Dunnalley Primary!!

	Seeking feedback on the Community Library
	Can you make our wishes come true?
	Southern Beaches 2040


	RESILIENCE WORKSHOPS
	Project update & next steps
	The 4 project ideas and groups that formed were focused on

	Meet the Garden Team Mon, Wed & Fri 8am - 1pm

	Autumn 2026
	Okines Community Garden
	Return to the Labyrinth
	A MINDFUL SPACE IN OKINES COMMUNITY GARDEN
	GUIDE TO WALKING THE LABYRINTH


	New & Exciting
	Partnership Programs

	Grow & Learn
	Meet the Grow & Learn Reference Group
	Where to from here?
	Who are they....
	Join us for a hands-on morning planting in the dunes as part of the Blue Lagoon Weed Management Program.
	Jacks Flat: National Tree Day Bee


	CO-OP SNAPSHOT
	Okines Food Co-op is a beloved part of Okines Community House.  Co-op members get access to bulk, largely organic wholefoods, and support Tasmanian producers.
	OPENING TIMES
	TUESDAY 10AM-5PM FRIDAY 9:30AM-1:30PM SUNDAY 9.30AM-1.30PM
	LOCATION  540 OLD FORCETT ROAD, DODGES FERRY, OKINES COMMUNITY HOUSE
	CONTACT okines.food.coop@gmail.com 03 6265 7016
	Full stock list and prices available on our website:

	okinescommunityhouse.com.au/ wpms/foodcoop/
	@okinesfoodcoop

	GIFT VOUCHERS NOW AVAILABLE!
	Gift the gift of local, ethical & eco-friendly!


	BOARD UPDATE
	OKINES COMMUNITY HOUSE

	JOIN THE BOARD
	We are seeking new volunteer Board Members to help guide the organisation into its next phase!
	We’re a community-led organisation grounded in connection, inclusion, and practical local support. Our Board plays a key role in shaping direction, ensuring sustainability, and supporting our team.
	What’s involved
	Why join?
	Monthly Board meetings
	Contributing to strategic discussions and decisions
	Optional involvement in sub-committees or projects
	This is a practical, hands-on opportunity to build experience, contribute locally, and be part of something meaningful (and enjoyable!).
	Contribute meaningfully to your local community
	Build or grow your board and governance experience
	Be part of a collaborative, values-driven group

	Who we are looking for
	You don’t need prior board experience — just sound judgement, a willingness to contribute, and an interest in community impact.
	Skills in governance, finance, legal, community services, or organisational development are welcomed, but not essential.
	Reach out to Christine Woodcock (President) for an informal chat to learn more christinewoodcock682@gmail.com


	Interested?
	For more information, visit our web at


	WEEKLY ACTIVITIES @ OKINES
	MONDAYS
	TUESDAYS
	Tai Chi - 10am - 11am
	Card Group - 1pm - 3pm
	Rhythm & Beaches Singing Group 7pm - 9pm

	WEDNESDAYS
	Okines Social Painting Group 10am - 1pm
	Community Pantry Okines - 1:30pm - 4pm

	THURSDAYS
	SUNDAYS
	FRIDAYS
	SATURDAYS
	Dodges Ferry Flicks 6:30pm  (3rd Saturday of the month)
	Eating with Friends 12pm - 2pm (Last Friday of the month)
	Southern Beaches Spinners & Fibre Group 10am - 1pm (2nd & 4th Friday of the month)

	SPECIAL EVENTS
	Therapeutic Doodling Workshop Thursday May 21st
	National Simultaneous Storytime Wed 27th May
	Lantern Parade Light Art Workshops Fri Jun 5th , Mon Jun 8th & Thurs Jun 11th
	Winter Solstice Lantern Parade  Friday June 19th
	Repair Cafe June 28th


	5:30pm-6:30pm
	Now up to $2,000
	Acknowledgement of Country
	Okines Community House Inc. acknowledges that, as a community, it is a privilege to live, work, and play on the land, sea, and waterways of the Mumirimina people. We pay deep respect to the palawa and pakana community who continue to care for this country and practice culture and acknowledge that many Aboriginal people did not make elder status due to the impacts of invasion and colonisation. We extend our respect to all Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples today and commit to learning from and walking alonside you.
	Statement of Commitment to Child Safety
	At Okines Community House, every child has the right to be safe and feel safe. We are committed to providing a safe, welcoming, supportive and inclusive environment for children and young people.


	Thanks for Your Support
	Okines Community Pantry - Thank you to our local Richmond Bakery, Foodbank, Loaves & Fishes & members of the local community like Greg & Karl for donating money and/or their excess produce, for helping make this weekly initiative possible.
	Emergency Relief - Thank you to Sorell Lions Club and Bendigo Community Bank Sorell & Nubeena for providing invaluable support to enable us to provide emergency support.
	Breakfast Club - Thank you to our local Richmond Bakery and Banjo’s Sorell for helping to keep this important program running by donating bread and to the Dodges Ferry Primary School Association for contributing funds to enable the program to continue.
	To all of our wonderful volunteers, who generously give their time to help our space thrive - we greatly appreciate you all!
	Will from Park Cafe for donating the coffee beans!
	Thank you to Brian Mitchell for kindly printing our Newsletter for us!
	Submissions for the Newsletter
	Have something you’d like included in the newsletter? Email it to events@okinescommunityhouse.org.au
	BLACK & WHITE PHOTOCOPYING/PRINTING: Using our paper    A4 & A3 = 20c / 40c Using own paper  A4 & A3 = 10c / 20c *prices per side
	COLOUR PHOTOCOPYING/PRINTING: Using our paper     A4 = 50c  &  A3 = $1.00 Own paper             A4 = 25c &  A3 = 50c *prices per side
	LAMINATING:    A4= $1.00 EA    A3= $2.00 EA
	By the community


	Contact  us
	ABN: 99433272191
	OKINES COMMUNITY HOUSE HOURS: Monday - 9am to 3pm Tuesday - 9am to 3pm Wednesday - 9am to 4pm Thursday - 9am to 4pm Friday - 9am to 3pm
	OKINES COMMUNITY GARDEN:  Monday - 8am to 1pm Wednesday - 8am to 1pm Friday - 8am to 1pm Email: okinesgarden@gmail.com


